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Jennifer Aniston Wins First "Outie" Award

Actress Admits to Moderate Marijuana Use in Rolling Stone Interview

Jennifer Aniston, Emmy-winning actress from the NBC sitcom Friends, has been honored with an Outie Award for telling Rolling Stone (September 27, 2001): "I wouldn't call myself a pothead…I mean, I enjoy it once in a while. There's nothing wrong with that. Everything in moderation."

The Outie is presented by the website www.VeryImportantPotheads.com, which also reveals that Bing Crosby, Carl Sagan and Margaret Mead, among others, smoked marijuana and advocated for its legalization. As the award's first recipient, Aniston will be sent a certificate printed on hemp paper stating, "In recognition of your honesty and courage in the face of the unjust and relentless War on (Certain) Drugs." (Industrial hemp is the non-psychoactive cousin of marijuana that got outlawed along with the psychoactive variety by the Marijuana Tax Act of 1937.)  

Commenting on anonymous reports in the tabloids about Aniston and husband Brad Pitt's "drug use," Aniston told Rolling Stone, "You see something like that--me and my husband, hooked on drugs. Then you read the story, and it says you smoke pot. It's not even cocaine or shooting heroin. Pot!" 

"It's time marijuana smokers out ourselves, as the gay pride movement did," said Ellen Komp, the Outie award's originator. "Obviously, occasional indulgence in marijuana hasn't impeded Jennifer Aniston's career, or harmed her health. Her comments about moderation and the differences between hard and soft drugs are important messages seldom heard in the lock-step 'just say no' repression we live under."  Noting that a campground owner who held pro-marijuana events in Michigan was shot and killed by an FBI agent on Labor Day, Komp added, "it's time to end this war on our own people."  
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